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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The proposed Orange Memorial Park (Park) Water Capture Project (Project) will provide water quality improvements
to meet the National Pollutant Discharge and Elimination System (NPDES) requirements of the San Francisco Bay
Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit (MRP), which governs stormwater discharges to San Francisco Bay from the
City of South San Francisco and 21 other co-permittees in San Mateo County. The Project is designed to address
multiple water quality targets outlined in the MRP as well as solid waste (trash) discharge reductions under the MRP

requirements.

The proposed Project involves the installation of a drop inlet, diversion channel, and inlet junction structure (trash
screen) in the upper and western end of the Colma Creek channel and Park boundary and a series of storm pipes
and pretreatment chambers that lead to an underground stormwater storage reservoir in the southeastern corner of
the Park underneath a portion of two baseball fields. A portion of the underground stormwater storage reservoir
would function as a cistern holding water for future non-potable irrigation and the remainder would function as an
infiltration chamber. The proposed Project Area of Potential Effects (APE) includes the horizontal and vertical extent
of all temporary and permanent topographic modifications. Ground disturbances associated with the proposed

Project will extend at least 10 to 12 feet below the existing ground surface.

An archaeological literature and records search was conducted at the California Historical Resources Information
System (CHRIS) Northwest Information Center (NWIC), Sonoma State University for the proposed Project APE, in
November 2018. Over 30 investigations have been undertaken within an area extending 0.5-mile from the
proposed Project APE; two of these evaluated a portion of the proposed Project APE. Three archaeological
resources are located within 0.5-mile from the proposed Project APE, but no resources are recorded within the
Project APE.

A Phase 1 archaeological survey (i.e., an intensive, pedestrian ground surface survey) of the proposed Project
APE to assess the presence/absence of cultural resources on the ground surface was conducted on January 4,
2019.  No prehistoric or historic-period cultural resources were identified, but the potential for unknown
subsurface resources that could have been buried by Colma Creek alluviation over the past 10,000 years was
determined. Therefore, an Extended Phase 1 Archaeological Excavation including fourteen (14) 2-inch diameter
geoprobes was completed to depths between 3.05 and 4.00 meters (10 and 13 feet) below surface throughout the
proposed Project APE between March 12 to March 14, 2019. The geoprobes were excavated between 30- and
60-meters (98.5 and 197 feet) apart and were continued until the maximum depth of disturbance was reached. All

excavations were supervised by Wood Senior Archaeologist Ken Victorino, RPA.
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The current Extended Phase 1 Archaeological Excavation did not identify any prehistoric and historic-period
archaeological materials. Intact top soils within the proposed Project APE represent episodes of repeated flooding
along Colma Creek or a related creek channel that regularly meandered over time. These intact alluvial soils indicate that
ground surfaces within the proposed Project APE were not occupied throughout prehistory or since Euro-American
seftlement. Therefore, the proposed Project will not have significant impacts on cultural resources and no further

archaeological measures including construction monitoring are necessary.

In the unlikely event that unanticipated cultural resources are encountered during proposed Project activities, all
work shall stop until a qualified archaeologist can evaluate the nature and significance of the find. In the highly
unlikely event that human remains are discovered during proposed Project activities, State Health and Safety
Code Section 7050.5 states that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made the
necessary findings as to the origin and disposition of the remains pursuant to Public Resources Code Section
5097.98.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The proposed Water Capture Project (Project) is a water quality improvement project within Orange Memorial Park
(Park) in the City of South San Francisco, California (Figures 1 and 2). Ground disturbances associated with the
proposed Project will extend at least 10 to 12 feet below the existing ground surface. This report documents the
background research, Phase 1 Archaeological (ground surface) Survey, Extended Phase 1 Archaeological
Excavation, and Native American consultation conducted for the proposed Project by Wood Environment and
Infrastructure Solutions (Wood E&IS) Cultural Resources Manager David Stone, RPA, and Wood E&IS Senior
Archaeologist Ken Victorino, RPA. Mr. Stone has more than 35 years of experience managing all phases of
cultural resource investigations throughout California. Mr. Victorino has more than 22 years of experience

conducting all phases of cultural resource investigations throughout California.

2.0 PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The proposed Project Area of Potential Effect (APE) is located within the Park, between West Orange Avenue and
Chestnut Avenue, just east of EI Camino Real, in the City of South San Francisco, on the San Francisco South,
California U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5’ topographic quadrangle (see Figure 1). The proposed Project APE
is located within approximately 1.5 acres of the 28-acre Park, along the Colma Creek channel, within the southern
half of the Park (Figure 3).

The City of South San Francisco is proposing water quality improvements within the Park that would capture and
divert water flows from Colma Creek to the two existing ballfields for treatment and reuse to satisfy local irrigation
demands. The proposed Project includes the following improvements (see Figure 2):

¢ Drop inlet, diversion channel, and inlet junction structure (trash screen) in the upper and western end of
the Colma Creek channel and just outside of the western Park boundary, within the Cal Water Property
(Southern Greenhouse Parcel) south of Colma Creek;

e 24-inch, underground storm drain pipe that extends from the Cal Water Property (Southern Greenhouse
Parcel) south of Colma Creek, parallel to the creek channel, through the picnic area to the southeastern
end of the Park;

o A series of pretreatment chambers leading to an underground stormwater storage reservoir within the
baseball fields in the southeastern portion of the Park;

o |rrigation pump, water quality equipment shed, and irrigation within the picnic area; and

o Regrading of the southernmost portion of the Park, within the baseball fields.
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